EDUCATION
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom
PhD (Developmental Psychology)			May 2024 
Concentration in cognitive development using a mixed-methods approach.
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom
Master's in Philosophy (Psychology and Education)	  	July 2020
Adekunle Ajasin University, Nigeria
BSc. Applied Psychology		October 2015
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Research Fellow, Laboratory of Cognitive Neuroscience				April 2025 - Present
Boston Children's Hospital, United States of America
Postdoctoral Fellow, Mind Brain Behavior					September 2024 - Present
Harvard University, United States of America
Senior Research Consultant		January 2024 – Present
MRL Public Sector Consultants Limited, United Kingdom
· Led research projects focusing on public sector educational policy analysis and improvements for Niger State, Nigeria.
Visiting Lecturer, Research Methods and Statistics	      January – March 2024
Anglia Ruskin University, United Kingdom
· Instructed courses on research methods and data analysis in the social sciences.
Undergraduate and Graduate Project Supervisor
Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge                                               February 2022 – September 2024
· Supervised final-year projects and seconded on PhD thesis supervision, providing research guidance and support.
Cognitive and Developmental Psychology Facilitator
Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge                                               October – December 2023
· Facilitated cognitive and developmental psychology sessions for MPhil students.
Facilitator, Research Method Course
British Psychological Society, University of Cambridge
· Taught and Supervised Research Methods (Observational)                    December 2021 – February 2022
Management Scholar Research/Teaching Assistant                                  November 2017 – September 2019 
Lagos Business School, Pan-Atlantic University, Nigeria
· Facilitated classes as a teaching assistant and assisted in paper writing, research designs, and policy analysis.
Chika Ezeugwu
Harvard Graduate School of Education, 14 Appian Way, Larsen Hall, Room 407, Cambridge, MA 02138, USA
+1 (617) 335-5909; Chika_ezeugwu@gse.harvard.edu 
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EXTRACURRICULAR EXPERIENCE
Cognitive Science Society Workshop                                                      November 2024
Co-convened a national workshop on broadening cognitive science in Nigeria

African Student Cambridge Union                                                         January 2021 – December 2023
Co-convener - ASCU Mentorship Program, University of Cambridge	
· This program targeted underrepresented potential applicants for mentorship into Oxbridge Universities.

Women and Equalities Select Committee, United Kingdom Parliament    June - July 2020 
Co-consultant with Cambridge African Network, United Kingdom
· Researched and submitted a report on the impact of COVID-19 on the Black Asian Minority Ethnic Community in the United Kingdom

FELLOWSHIPS & GRANTS
2025-2028 Ministry of Education, Singapore, “Investigating Cognitive Flexibility in Complex Real-World Problem-Solving Contexts,” ($1,537,601). Role: Collaborator with Teo Chew, John Komar, Katherine Yuan, Peter Seow, David Hung, Wei Loong, Alwyn Lee, Cheryl Wong, Annabel Chen, Kenneth Kwok, and Michelle Ellefson. 

2024–2026 Harvard University Mind Brain Behavior Interfaculty Post-Doctoral Fellowship Award, “Executive functions in low- and middle-income countries: A holistic perspective,” ($82,000). Role: Principal Investigator. 

2025 (January – June) Bracell Foundation, Evaluating the state of Preschool in Brazil (R$50,000). Role: Supervisor with Dana McCoy and Kristen Hinckley to Jaqueline Natal.

2024-2025 Cognitive Science Society Grant, Broadening Participation in Cognitive Science Initiative ($5,000). Role: Co-Principal Investigator with Adebunmi Oyalade and Adejumoke Ayede.

2020-2024 LEGO-Cambridge Trust Scholarship, Doctoral Scholarship Award, University of Cambridge (£17,400 per year plus tuition).

2019-2020 Nao Group Bright Mind Scholarship, Master’s in Philosophy Award, University of Cambridge (£12,000 per year plus tuition).
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
Ezeugwu, C. R., Nelson, C. A., McCoy, D. (2026). Executive function and academic outcomes in low-and middle-income countries: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Accepted in Developmental Psychology. 
Ezeugwu, C. R., Adedayo, M., Olaseni, J., & Kusi-Mensah, K. (2026). Examining Psychometric Properties of the NIH Toolbox Executive Function Battery and Latent Profile Analysis in Non-Clinical Preschoolers in Nigeria. Developmental Neuropsychology, 1–10. 
Ezeugwu, C. Adedayo, M., Apochi, O., Oyekola, A., & Olaseni, J. T. (2026). School-level predictors of children’s executive functions: Do preschool-pedagogy cluster make a difference? Applied Cognitive Psychology, 1-6.
Ezeugwu, C., Ogunleke, S., Akpovino, C. U., Alimi, O., Olaseni, J. T., Oyekola, A. O. (2026). It’s a woman’s job: Exploring gender stereotypes in preschool teaching in Nigeria. Journal of Early Childhood Research, 1-11. 
Ezeugwu, C. R. & Baker, S. T. (2025). Developing a culturally relevant executive function observation scale based on interviews with Nigerian preschool teachers. Journal of Infant and Child Development, 34(4), 1-15. 
Wolf, S., Bernard, J., Ezeugwu, C. R., Ahmad, L., & Gurin, K. B., (2025). Impacts of preschool safe program on marginalized girls in northern Nigeria. Child Development, 1-20.
Ezeugwu, C., Oyekola, A., Ayede, A., & Members of the Nigeria Child Development Research Network (2025). Broadening cognitive science in Nigeria: Foundation for a new discipline. Cognitive Science. 49, 1-11.
Le Courtois, S., Ezeugwu, C. R., Fajardo-Tovar, D., Nowack, S., Okullo, D., Bayley, S., ... & Ramchandani, P. (2024). Learning through play in Global Majority countries: reflections from the PEDAL centre on understanding and adapting the concept in four different contexts. International Journal of Play, 1–26. 
Ezeugwu, C. R., & Ojedokun, O. (2020). Masculine norms and mental health of African men: what can psychology do? Heliyon, 6(12), 1-6.
Obierefu, P. O. & Ezeugwu, C. R., (2017). Risk and protective psychological factors in rape supportive attitude: A systematic review. Journal of Psychological and Educational Research. 25 (2), 141-164.
Ezeugwu, C. R., & Obierefu, P. O. (2017). Childhood sexual abuse and depressive symptoms among adolescents: the buffering role of resilience. Nigerian Psychological Research. 5, 713-722.

MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW
[bookmark: _Hlk218683058]Ezeugwu, C. R., Onoriode-Afunezie, O. A., Oyekola, A., & Majebi, O. I. (2026). Effect of Ayò Ọlọ́pọ́n on children’s executive functions and processing speed. Scientific Reports.
Ezeugwu, C. R., Bayley, S., Baker, S. (2026). What we know about executive function in Africa: A scoping review. Frontiers in Developmental Psychology (Cognitive Development). 
Ezeugwu, C. R. & McCoy, D. (2026). Understanding executive functions in Nigerian preschoolers: A qualitative contextual approach using real-life scenarios. Qualitative Research in Psychology. 
Ezeugwu, C. R. & Adedayo, M. (2026). Parenting Styles and Children's Executive Functions in Low-Income Families. Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology. 
Ezeugwu, C. R. (2026). Executive functions as adaptive skills in a low-and middle-income context. Frontiers in Developmental Psychology.
Oyekola, A*., Ezeugwu, C. R*., Murokore, E*., Clay, Z., Blumenthal, A., Cook, C., Blanchette, I., Draper, C.E., Milosavljevic, B., & Lloyd-Fox, S (2025). Listen to Africa: nothing about us without us. Experimental Psychology.

BOOK CHAPTER
Ezeugwu, C. R. & McCoy, D. C. (2026). Executive function in context: Measuring human variability across everyday environments. Accepted Book Chapter in the Bloomsbury Handbook of Mind, Brain, and Education. In preparation.

EDITED BOOKS
 Ezeugwu, C. R., Kusi‑Mensah, K., & Oyekola, A. (2026). Executive Function Development in Africa: Cultural Contexts, Measurement, and Applications. Accepted edited book: In preparation.
SELECTED CONFERENCES
Ezeugwu, C. R., Nelson, C. A., & McCoy, D (2026). Measuring executive function in real-world contexts: Examples from observational and vignette-based measures. Workshop presented at the Cognitive Development Society conference on 9 – 11 April 2026 in Montreal, Canada.
Ezeugwu, C. R. & Baker, S. (2025). Developing a culturally relevant executive function observation scale using interviews with Nigerian preschool teachers. Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD) Biennial Conference, Minneapolis, Minnesota, United States of America, May 2025.
Ezeugwu, C. R., Bayley, S., & Baker, S. (2025). What we know about executive function research in Africa: A scoping review. Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD) Biennial Conference, Minneapolis, Minnesota, United States of America, May 2025.
Ezeugwu, C. R. (2024). Participant at the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization invite-only conference on the Global Science of Learning, Paris, France, on December 2-3, 2024. 
Lloyd-Fox, S., Oyekola, A., Ezeugwu, C. R., Cook, C., Blumenthal, A., Wamoyi, J., Bourque, T., Katus, L., Blanchette, I., Draper, C., Milosavljevic, B. (2024). The African Brain and Cognitive Development (AfriBCD) Network: A step towards better representation of developmental science in Africa. Paper presented at the International Congress on Infant Studies on 8-11 July 2024 in Glasgow Scotland.
Blumenthal, A., Bourque, T., Ezeugwu, C. R., Oyekola, A., Milosavljevic, B., Lloyd-Fox, S., Cook, C., Draper, C., & Blanchette, I., (2024). The African Brain and Cognitive Development (AfriBCD) Network: A next step towards better representation of neurocognition in Africa. Paper presented at the Cognitive Neuroscience Society conference on 13th – 16th April 2024 in Toronto, Canada.
Ezeugwu, C. R. & Baker, S. (2023). Executive function in context: An observational approach. Paper presented at the Africa Brain and Cognitive Development Conference on the 6th of September 2023 in Newnham College, Cambridge.
Ezeugwu, C. R. (2023). Participant at the World Bank Annual Conference on Developing Economics, Washington, DC, USA, 6-7 June 2023.
INVITED TALKS
Ezeugwu, C. R. (2024). Adaptive executive function. What is it and how can we measure it? Invited talk at Duke University, 4th November 2024. 
Ezeugwu, C. R., (2023). Development of an observational tool to measure executive function in Nigeria. Talk given at the Centre for Family Research seminar series, University of Cambridge, 28th November 2023.
Ezeugwu, C. R., & Baker, S. (2022). What we know about executive function in Africa: A Review. Talk presented at the Sapiens Early Social Development (SESD) Conference on 15th - 16th September 2022 in Ghent (Belgium).

BLOGS
Oyekola, O, Ezeugwu C. R., & Ayede, A. I., (2025). Nurturing Cognitive Science in Nigeria: Foundation for a New Discipline. Published in https://cognitivesciencesociety.org/nurturing-cognitive-science-in-nigeria-foundation-for-a-new-discipline/ 

SKILLS & INTERESTS
Software: Nvivo, SPSS, R
Language: English (Excellent), Igbo (Excellent), Yoruba (Excellent)
Interests: Psychometrics and neuroimaging (training at the Harvard Center for Brain Science)

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP
Member, African Brain and Cognitive Development Network 
Member, America Psychological Association 
Member, British Psychological Society
Member, Cognitive Development Society 
Member, Nigerian Psychological Association
Member, Society for Research in Child Development
Member, Global Science of Learning Education Network
Member, International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development (ISSBD)

REFEREES
[bookmark: _Hlk185455875]Professor Dana McCoy
Harvard University 
Dana_mccoy@gse.harvard.edu

Professor Sara Baker
	University of Cambridge
	Stb32@cam.ac.uk 
Professor Charles Nelson
Harvard University 
charles.nelson@childrens.harvard.edu 


